
 
 
 
Overcoming the religious/secular binary: a call for submissions 
 
Timothy Fitzgerald (2011) claims that the construction of a religious/secular 
binary has produced two implausible and mutually exclusive worlds, the one 
rooted in ideas of the supernatural, the other rooted in pure rationality. For 
Fitzgerald, the primary consequences of this shift are the castigation of 
religiously motivated action, and a poor quality of conversation about the myths 
that (mis)shape supposedly ‘secular’ action.  
 
My own research (Stacey 2017) has added a further consequence which 
highlights the positive qualities of myth. I suggest that a religious/secular, 
mythic/rational binary tends to undermine the importance of myth in shaping 
moral action amongst religious, ‘nonreligious’ and ‘secular’ activists alike.1 
Rediscovering myth may thus help us to inspire moral action in ways that pure 
rationality has failed to (Habermas 2010).  
 
Research on religion, nonreligion and secularity can provide a useful frame for 
understanding how these constructs shape moral action. But focusing on 
religion, nonreligion and secularity as categories can often distort as much as 
uncover the complex ways in which different ethical imaginings challenge 
ontology and ideology, and provide new ways of relating to other people.  
 
As an Assistant Editor at NSRN, I am searching for blog posts that demonstrate 
the complex ways in which apparently nonreligious or secular ideas push 
through a religious/secular binary to provide new ways of relating to other 
people.  
 
I am interested to commission work from any discipline, including but not 
limited to:

                                                        
1 For a distinction between ‘nonreligious’ and ‘secular’, see Lee 2015 



 Philosophy 
 Theology 
 Sociology 
 Anthropology 

 Politics 
 Social Policy 
 Education 
 Community Studies 

 
 
I am interested to commission work in any area, including but not limited to: 
 

 Democracy 
 Socialism 
 Gender 
 Sexuality 

 Film/theatre 
 Sex 
 Play 
 Social action 

 
To discuss a possible submission, or to submit a piece directly, please contact me 
at t.stacey@gold.ac.uk  
 
References  
 
Fitzgerald, Timothy. (2011) Religion and Politics in Internaitonal Relations: The 
Modern Myth. London: Continuum 
 
Habermas, Jürgen. (2010) An Awareness of What Is Missing, in Jürgen Habermas, 
ed, An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith and Reason in a Post-Secular Age 
(trans. Ciaran Cronin), Polity Press, Cambridge, UK, pp. 15-23. 
 
Stacey, Timothy. (Accepted 10 Feb 2017) ‘Imagining solidarity in the twenty-first 
century: towards a performative postsecularism’. Religion, State and Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:t.stacey@gold.ac.uk

